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possessions. But, alas! he too is fast wasting in the last stages of decline and death. So it is with the Indian of
Central America. From the fruition of his hopes and numbers, and the full consummation of his glory, he has
sunk to the deepest degradation, to numerical insignificance, and to the most abject wretchedness. A stronger
contrast in the relative condition of a people can nowhere be found. Turning from the period of which we have
been speaking, that saw the Tultecans the happiest people of the earth, to the present, that reveals their
miserable descendants tamely bowing their necks to the galling yoke of their Spanish masters, and how forcible
are the marks of distinction! Take this people, amalgamated with the reputed barbarous Aztiques, or
Chichimecas, and constituting the Mexican nation at the time of Cortes mad invasion, and how deplorable is
their present situation, contrasted with what it then was! Where are the promised blessings of the Christian, the
boasted charms of civilization, etc. 1 Away with the idle and superstitious fantasies, and the base schemes of the
selfish and ambitious, under the garb of reason and of philanthrophy! Let truth and justice speak for
themselves. How much better, we would ask, is the poor Indian of Central America, how much more rational
and how much more numerous is he now, than when the proud Caucassian, the most honored...
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