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Cumberland House Publishing. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Paperback. 287 pages. Dimensions: 9.1in. x
6.4in. x 1.0in.Even today, thirty-three years after retiring from coaching basketball at UCLA, John Wooden
remains Americas Coach. John Wooden: An American Treasure is the definitive book on his extraordinary life,
from his early years as a small-town legend from Martinsville, Indiana, and an All-American guard at Purdue to
his legendary years at UCLA and the fruitful years following his retirement. Here is the story of his relationship
with his late wife, Nell: their love affair for the ages, his deep depression after her death in 1985, and how his
faith and his children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren provided him with the reason to embrace life
again. The events that led to his decision to walk away from coaching at the pinnacle of success in 1975 are
explained in detail, as well as the carefully planned words he used to tell his shocked players in the locker room
that he would be retiring after the NCAA Finals game in San Diego. His relationships with J. D. Morgan, his
controlling and demanding athletic director, and Jerry Norman, the fiery assistant who helped him ignite the
sparks that led to the Bruins national championship runs, are recounted. The thoughts of his most heated
coaching rivals and his most dedicated assistant are included, as well as those of the broadcaster who gained
fame with him and of his longtime pastor, who admits that sometimes he was intimidated to have this
celebrated man listening from his pew. Here are the behind-the-scenes stories of how Wooden was offered the
chance to manage the Pittsburgh Pirates, how he developed his famous Pyramid of Success, and the real secret
behind why his UCLA teams were able to win more consistently than any other collegiate team...
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