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After some preliminary remarks explanatory of the object of the meeting, and the reasons why it was proper
and expedient thus early to discuss before the people the great question which must make up the chief issue in
the campaign of 1856, and to organize preparatory thereto - Mr. Vallandigham said that he proposed as the
text, or rubric, of what he had to say to-night, the following inquiries: - Why has the Democratic Party suffered
defeat in Ohio? Why is it so Greatly Disorganized? What will Restore it to Sound Doctrine and Discipline, and
Therefore to Power and Usefulness? These, Mr. President, are grave questions. | propose to answer them plainly
-boldly - not as a partizan, but as a patriot; and for the opinions which I shall this night avow, | alone am
responsible. | speak not to please, but to instruct, to warn, to arouse, and if it be not presumption, to save, while
to be saved is yet possible. The time for plain Anglo-Saxon out-speaking is come. Let us hear no more the
lullaby of peace, when there is no peace; but rather the sharp clang of the trumpet stirring to battle; at least the
alarm bell in the night when the house is on fire over our heads. Or, better still, give us warning while the
incendiary is yet stealing with whispering and most guilty diligence, and flaming torch, toward our dwelling,
that we may be ready and armed against his approach. About the...
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